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CONFIDENTIAL GEORGETOWN 0370 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, GY, MILI 

SUBJECT: RUMOR OF SOVIET NAVAL BASE 

REF: GEORGETOWN 0363 

1 . DURING OUR MEETING FEBRUARY 16, AS A SPIN-OFF 
FROM THE MAIN THRUST OF OUR CONVERSATION, WILLS 
DESCRIBED THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE SOVIET 
NAVAL BASE RUMOR LATE LAST YEAR. AS DEPARTMENT IS 
AWARE FROM VARIOUS REPORTING SOURCES, REPORTS 
CIRCULATED IN GUYANA IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER LAST 
YEAR CONCERNING A PROPOSAL, ALLEGEDLY MADE BY THE 
SOVIET ECONOMIC MISSION TO GUYANA, THAT THE GUYANESE 
PROVIDE A SITE-HOPE ISLAND ON THE ESSEQUIBO 
RIVER-FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A DEEP WATER PORT WHICH 
THE SOVIETS COULD USE AS A BASE FOR REFUELING OF 
NAVAL AND FISHING VESSELS. SOME RUMORS ALSO 
INDICATING THAT THE SOVIETS MIGHT ESTABLISH 
MILITARY BASES. 

2. WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF DENYING THAT THE GOG 
WOULD ALLOW GUYANA TO BE USED BY ENEMIES OF 
THE US (REFTEL), AND AS AN ILLUSTRATION OF HOW 
HOSTILE RUMORS GET SPREAD, WILLS SAID THAT THE 
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SOVIET ECONOMIC MISSION WHICH HAD VISITED GUYANA 
IN SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER LAST YEAR DID NOT RAISE SUBJECT 
OF NAVAL BASE WITH GOG. CUBAN AMBASSADOR IVAN 
MARTINEZ, HOWEVER, HAD SUGGESTED TO THE GUYANESE 
THAT AS A GESTURE THEY MIGHT OFFER THE SOVIET 
UNION DEEP WATER PORT FACILITIES AND A REFUELING 
STATION FOR SOVIET FISHING AND NAVAL VESSELS. WILLS 
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SAID THE "WE" (PRESUMABLY MEANING THE CABINET) 
DISCUSSED THE MATTER AND WANTED NOTHING TO DO WITH 
IT. HE SAID NO RESPONSE WAS MADE TO THE CUBAN 
AMBASSADOR AND NO MENTION OF SUBJECT PASSED BETWEEN 
GUYANESE OFFICIALS AND THE SOVIETS. 

3. SUBSEQUENTLY VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR MARQUEZ CAME 
TO WILLS AND SAID HE HAD A REPORT THAT THE GUYANESE 
WERE PLANNING TO ALLOW THE SOVIETS TO BUILD A NAVAL 
FACILITY. WILLS HAD TOLD HIM THAT WAS NOT TRUE. 
NEVERTHELESS, HE LEARNED SUBSEQUENTLY THAT MARQUEZ 
HAD REPORTED THE PROPOSAL TO CARACAS AS IF GUYANA 
HAD AGREED TO ALLOW THE SOVIETS TO HAVE A BASE. 

WILLS HAD CONFRONTED MARQUEZ WITH THIS BUT 
MARQUEZ HAD BLAMED ONE OF HIS SUBORDINATES FOR 

THE REPORT. 

4. COMMENT: THS REPORT THAT THE SOVIETS 
SOUGHT NAVAL FACILITIES IN GUYANA HAS A CURIOUS 
RESILIENCY. IT SURFACED SEVERAL TIMES DURING 
JANUARY. ACCORDING TO A USUALLY RELIABLE EMBASSY 
SOURCE, DR. WERNER HAENOLD, DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE WHO ARRIVED IN GUYANA 
JANUARY 25 TOLD THE SOURCE PERSONALLY THAT 

IT WAS KNOWN IN OFFICIAL CIRCLES IN EAST BERLIN 
THAT THE SOVIETS ASKED THE GOG FOR A NAVAL BASE 
HERE. THE FACT THAT WILLS HAD RECENTLY REPEATEDLY 
GIVEN US ASSURANCES THAT GUYANA WOULD NOT PERMIT 
ITS SOIL TO BE USED AS A FOREIGN BASE TENDS TO 
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INDICATE THAT HE WAS WORRIED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE 
US REACTION TO THE RUMORS. SIMILARLY THE FACT THAT 
HE NOW RAISED THE ISSUE DIRECTLY WOULD INDICATE 
THAT SOMETHING HAPPENED CONCERNING THE NAVAL 
BASE. 
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